Saw-Cut Loop Shortcuts BD LOOpS

By Brian Dickson We're on the Installer’s Side

There is always a better way to complete the job. The purpose of this article is to list some tricks
that have saved installers time installing saw-cut loops. These tips should benefit new and veteran installers
alike giving them an edge over the competition. This article has a tip designed to save time at every step of
the saw-cut installation process.

To install a saw-cut loop, a
groove must be cut. Choosing the correct
size saw-blade is important to insure
there is enough space for sealant to
properly flow when applied. A 1/8” blade
cuts a groove too narrow for thick sealant
to properly flow and encapsulate the
saw-cut wires. A 3/16” blade or larger has
enough space for sealant to flow. BD
Loops recommends the use of a 3/16”
saw blade, 3/16” blades cost less, put less
bog on your saw-cut machine, and
require 25% less loop sealant to fill than a
%" groove. If the sealant doesn’t flow
properly air pockets will form within the saw-cut groove, a leading cause in loop failures.* (See Figure 1)
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Quickly Clean the Saw-Cut Groove
from the bottom up!

Blow water and debris out of the saw-cut groove,
clean and dry the groove at the same time!
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Tip will fit into bottomn of a 3/16" Saw-Cut groove,

There are a lot of methods used to clean and dry a saw-cut groove, some better than others.
Cleaning and drying a groove of water and debris is very important if you want to install a loop properly
according to industry standards. If a loop is installed in a groove that is wet and filled with debris the wire
has a high chance of becoming nicked, and loop sealant will not harden properly or air bubbles may form.
The use of a tool that centralizes air flow like the BD Loops groove cleaning air wand or similar tool is the
best way to clean out and quickly dry a saw-cut groove (See Figure 3). Sucking up water and debris with a
shop vacuum or using a leaf blower to dry the groove takes more time, but is more efficient that letting the
sun air dry the groove.
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Installing a saw-cut loop can be as
easy a dropping it into the groove if a
preformed saw-cut loop is used. Wrapping
loops by hand is time consuming. Using a BD “ =
Loops preformed saw-cut loop means you
don’t have to wrap the loop in the field,
twist the lead-in wires, make a wider saw-
cut groove for twisted lead-in, and you don’t
have to install backer rod. BD Loops has the
most reliable loops in the industry because
all the connections in the loop are soldered,
the seal is water tight, and each loop is
tested 3 ways before leaving the factory.
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Once the loop is in place a loop
sealant should be applied. The use of a DOT
approved loop sealant like Chemque, Bondo,
or Ruscoe brand loop sealant will save a lot Figure 2 - Rolling Work Seat
of time in installation and prevent early
replacement. These brands have a low viscosity, don’t crack over time, and have tools designed for them to
make the installation process much easier.

Use a Sealant Tip and
Seal the Loop in One Pass
from the Bottom Up!

No Air Pockets

Figure 4 - Sealant Applicator Tip

Tools like sealant tips, if the proper tip is used the groove can be sealed from the bottom up
allowing a seal with just one pass. Normal methods require multiple passes because time must be given for
the thick sealant to flow around the wires. (See Figure 4) BD Loops found that 15-20 minutes per loop can
be saved in the sealant application step with the use of a properly sized
sealant tip. Loop sealant is often applied with the installer on their hands and knees, save your knees and
back by using a rolling work seat (sometimes called rolling garden seat, (See Figure 2). Rolling work seats
can be found at stores like Harbor Freight and Home Depot.
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Loop sealants take time to harden you can leave the job quicker and looking nicer by always having
some different colored sand on your truck. Colored sand is inexpensive and commonly found at hobby
stores. After the groove is filled with sealant sprinkle some sand on top choosing a color that matches the
surface material. This will allow the lane to be opened earlier, before the sealant has fully hardened.
Applying sand is also a good trick if the only color of loop sealant available is black when installing into a
light colored surface such as concrete. By mixing both white and brown sand the color of concrete can be
mimicked and better conceal the loop tattoo.

Every minute counts, | hope you walk away with some new tricks to save you time in your next
installation. If you would like to share your time saving tricks and make the job easier for installers in the
industry, email BD Loops at bdloops@aol.com.

Brian Dickson is the General Manager of BD Loops, a manufacturer of preformed direct burial and saw-cut inductance loops
for the gate, door, and parking industries. With over 15 years in business the quality of our loops is unparalleled. BD Loops
products are available through over 450 distributors nationally. BD Loops offers over 58 standard preformed loop sizes, all
standard and custom loop sizes are ready to be shipped the same day. The company has several letters of recommendation
testifying their professionalism and design, and is a member of the following associations: AFA, IDA, NOMMA, IPl, CODA and
IMSA. Visit www.bdloops.com and use the distributor locator to find a distributor near you. If you would like to speak to
Brian Dickson please call BD Loops at 714-723-0946.

3|Page



